MPFY 

HSLiDsm 


SPOKE 



Staying out 
of the cold 

Spoke reporter 
visits the less 
fortunate. 
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Program co-ordinator honoured 
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Ambulance station at Doon 
to be finished by spring 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

If money were no object, what 
would your ideal Christmas gift be? 



"A year-long gym 
membership." 


Chad Courtney, 






“Myi 






“A sound studio. Or a rocket 


"Canada, the whole 
country." 


Ryan Vince, 


OTAPTA 





Linamar and college partner 
to teach essential skills 


Conestoga College has 
received funding from the 
Ontario government through 
Employment Ontario to part- 
ner with the Linamar 
Corporation on the delivery of 
a workplace essential skills 
program. 

Pathways to Essential 
Skills will be delivered at 
Linamar’s state-of-the-art 
training facility. The Frank 
Hasenfratz Centre for 
Excellence in Manufacturing, 


metallic components and sys- 

industry and mobile industri- 
al markets. Linamar employs 
close to 12,000 people in 38 
manufacturing locations 
around the world, with sales 
close to $1.7 billion in 2009. 
Linamar employees will use 


have been found to 


Trained by Conestoga 
College essential skills spe- 
cialists, Linamar human 
resources staff will become 


the Linamar staff develop- 

Training in essential skills 
will allow Linamar employees 
the opportunity to develop 
their skills so that they are 
able to grow within the com- 
pany. Progress of the project 
will be monitored by the 
Guelph Chamber of 
Commerce's workplace 


act as the project's i 

Research shows 
Canadians lag beh 
essential skills kno 


will 


in most jobs. The innovative 
Pathways to Essential Skills 
project was designed by staff 


Conestoga Collegi 


their skills, 
skills traini 



just one example of how the 
employer, champions the 

force through investment in 
the lifelong learning require- 
ments of their employees. 

with the Linamar 

innovative work that is hap- 
pening within Wellington 
County around employment 
support. 

The School of Career and 
College has been delivering 

support on essential skills 
since 2002. They have part- 
nered with other employers in 
Waterloo Region and 
Wellington County on incor- 

way they do business. The 
school also operates the 
Conestoga Career Centres in 
Kitchener, Waterloo, Guelph 
and Stratford, which are open 
to everyone in the community. 

Information on additional 
services provided through the 
School of Career and 
Career Centres can be 
obtained by emailing career- 
centre@conestogac.on.ca. or 
at www.conestogac.on.ca/caaf 
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Students pack them in at grand opening 
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Conestoga students’ ‘company* 
ranked No. 1 in the world 



How to apply to a new program 
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Eating out tonight? 
Make a smart choice. 


53 or visit 
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WikiLeaks 
creates a stir 

By PAUL IRVINE 

The United States was forced to scramble its diplo- 
matic jets on Nov. 28 thanks to the largest-ever release 
of confidential documents by Freedom of Information 
crusader WikiLeaks, and we couldn't be happier. 

The whistle-blower website has been all over the news 
for the last couple of months, due to a high profile infor- 
mation battle it is fighting against the U.S. govern- 
ment WikiLeaks has been busy releasing information 
that the government would rather stay private, such as 
a video of a U.S. attack helicopter attacking and killing 
12 people, including two Reuters staff. 

Attempts have been made to discredit Julian Assange, 
who became the public face of WikiLeaks shortly before 
Sweden placed a warrant for his arrest on sexual 
assault charges, which were later dropped when it 
turned out there was little to no evidence that any such 
act took place. An Interpol warrant was placed on Nov. 
18, which is disputed by Assange’s lawyers. As of Nov. 
24 he was placed under arrest in absentia. 

Shortly before the release of the documents on Nov. 
28, WikiLeaks was subjected to a denial-of-service 
attack in which their servers were overloaded with 
requests, the perpetrators of which are unknown. 

Newspapers are all about being watchdogs and expos- 
ing the truth. Censorship is fought, and exposed. 
WikiLeaks has the same mission. Despite any taint 
that may arise from its association with Assange, it is 
important to know that WikiLeaks is a separate entity 
from its spokesman. Even if the charges against him 
are found to be true, it does not change the validity of 
the mission that WikiLeaks has been given. 

As of the time of the writing of this editorial, it is 
unknown exactly what is included in the site's biggest 
dump of information ever, which the non-profit organi- 
zation claims is seven times larger than the Iraq War 

WikiLeaks says it has secured the information it is 
about to release, using an encrypted file with a hidden 
key that it plans to release in the event that an attack 
does manage to take down the site for more than a few 
hours. Staff there know governments resist giving out 
any information they do not have to. It will be interest- 
ing to see how much they can keep secret in an era of 


The views herein represent the position of the newspa- 


Letters are welcome 


Spoke welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be 
signed and include the 
name and telephone 
number of the writer. 

Writers will be contact- 
ed for verification. 

No unsigned letters will be 
published. 

Letters should be no longer 


than 500 words. 

Spoke reserves the right to 
edit any letter 
for publication. 
Address correspon- 
> denceto: 

The Editor, Spoke, 299 
Doon Valley Dr., 

Room 1C30, Kitchener, Ont., 
N2G 4M4 



Nobody wants to touch your junk 



the majority of people who 

body searches violate rights 
were among those outraged 
that terrorists could strike so 
easily by commandeering air- 



airport safety procedures 
under the bus when tragedy 
strikes and just as quickly 
complain when they make 
the appropriate changes to 

again. 

If you're uncomfortable 
being patted down, go 
through the scanner that 
outlines your body without 

If you’re concerned about 
radiation from the scanner 
being bod for you (too much 
sun is also bad for you), let a 
trained security staff mem- 
ber do his or her job. 

And if those options are 
unacceptable, get in your car 


SPOKE 


IS PUBLISHED AND PRODUCED WEEKLY 8 Y TH E J 0 U R N A LI S M STUDENTS OF CONESTOGA COLLEGE 






Alcohol awareness week educational 
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Offering people a night out of the cold 
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Bylaw officers face lots of challenges 
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519 Ydup News ... Just a Click Away 

NEWS Waterloo Region's Largest Web Newsroom 




Don't miss the news show over 3D, ODD viewers around the world watch 
each month! 519 Dnline News is a weekly webcast produced by Conestoga 
College students in the post-grad Videography program. 

Each week features: 

■ Local news 

■ Diverse perspectives 

■ Topics that apply to you and your life today 
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Educational assistants support disabled 


By GERALD UPTON 

Is there a regular attendee 
in one Of your classes who 
looks like a student, listens 

dent, but is not enrolled in the 
class? 

If so, that person might 
actually be paired with a stu- 
dent with severe disability 
problems. Educational assis- 
tants, as they are known, 
work under the auspices of 
the Disability Services 
department and are there to 
do everything they can to help 
their student benefit from 
and pass a particular course. 

Sometimes they get ignored 
because other students may 
not be sure how to deal with 
people with disabilities and 
the non-students who come 
with them. Often, however, 
they become part of the social 
fabric of the class, accepted by 
those students who are more 
secure within themselves. 

Anne Moore is the head of 
Disability Services. She is 
reasonably quiet but outgo- 
ing, with a shy smile and a 
motherly air about her. 

“Disability Services pro- 


dents throughout the campus 
who have documentation of a 


disability," she said. 
“Students can access our 

appointment with a counsel- 

view. Through that interview, 
they determine what kinds of 
accommodations are needed 
to level the playing field for 
that student so that they can 
be an active member of the 
college community." 

This can be temporary 
assistance such as reading a 
test paper to a student with 
reading problems, to provid- 
ing an interpreter. It can 
involve helping a student 
learn to take notes, learn to 
be better organized, or to be 
able to work with specialized 
computer software. It can be 
as simple - or as difficult - as 
getting access to buildings or 
particular areas of buildings. 

Disability Services, a 
department that many stu- 
dents may never even know 
exists, has a relatively large 
staff. Between administration 
and assistants, they have 
over 30 people working there. 

This may seem like a lot, 
but Moore explained that in 
any school year they may be 
providing help to as many as 
1,000 students. 

“The majority of students 


who come to us have a learn- 
ing disability," Moore said, 
“where there would be no 
need for a classroom assis- 
tant. Basically it's about 
learning how to learn in this 
atmosphere.” 

However, for six to 10 stu- 
dents each term, it can be 
much more than that. For 
students who have motor con- 
trol difficulties or blindness, 
getting a proper education 
can be a considerable chal- 
lenge. This requires constant 
assistance in the classroom 
itself. 

Anne Bramer is perhaps the 
most experienced educational 

pus. She is a dark-haired 

tude but an infectious laugh. 
She has been working for 
Disability Services for several 
years. She explains how she 
became involved. 

“I knew there was a need in 
Disability Services for proc- 
tors, so I actually started 
working here one-on-one with 
students who needed assis- 
tance when they were writing 

to write their notes or read 
their test for them. It just 
evolved from that." 

After roughly four years of 


doing that she decided to 
become more involved. 

“There was a need for an 
educational assistant and 
they asked if I would be inter- 

She said she still does not 
have the official training for 
the position. 

“There is a one-year certifi- 
cate program that you can do 
here at the college. I have not 
done that.” Instead she 
worked her way into it, gain- 
ing the knowledge as she 
went along. Disability 
Services certainly thinks she 
can do the job, as they use her 
on a regular basis. Moore rec- 
ommended her as one of her 
hest educational assistants. 

“I certainly have the 
resources (at Disability 
Services) if I need to ask for 
help,” Bramer said. 

There is a certain amount of 
turnover of EAs. The depart- 
ment can't always guarantee 
their EAs a definite number 
of hours, or even employment. 

“A lot of people who apply 
for this position are on their 
way to teachers’ college," said 
Moore, “and they want more 
experience in an educational 
environment. Some people 
are retired and are doing this. 
A lot of people use it for their 


ence with the disability 

When the department is in 
need of new EAs, they adver- 
tise on the college website, 
usually in August or 
September. 

Bramer said that it's a job 
that pays reasonably well for 
the work required. 

If you like working in an 
educational environment and 
working with people, it could 
be quite enjoyable. It also has 
some side benefits. You get to 
audit a wide range of classes. 

“I'm learning PowerPoint 
and Illustrator and Adobe 
and all sorts of different other 
things," said Bramer. “I know 
a little bit about everything 
these days." 

Bramer said she is a person- 
person, and finds she gets 
along with everyone she has 
had to help. She maintains 
contact with several of them. 
She said she just likes help- 
ing people. 

“My best moment to date 
was sharing in the gradua- 
tion of one of my students last 
year," she said with a smile. 
“That was very rewarding to 
go to the convocation and see 
her go across the stage and 
receive her certificate." 


Student wins logo contest 

By THOMAS PARENT 


A first-year graphic design 
student’s logo is the new 
image of a union local. 

Craig Veenstra competed 
against other first-year 
graphic design students to 
create the logo for Local 527 
of the United Association of 
Journeymen and Apprentices 
of the Plumbing and Pipe 
Fitting Industry of the 
United States and Canada, 
also known as the UA. 

“It was easy to work with 


them. It was great to get such 
positive feedback," said Chris 
Riehl, a business representa- 
tive for Local 527, “We appre- 
ciate all the work they put 
into this as it's a pretty big 
event for us. 

"Everyone is going to know 
that logo for the next hun- 
dred years. I'm extremely 
proud of all the students.” 

Veenstra said, “1 spent a 
total of about 15 hours on the 
project. 

“I really enjoyed putting in 
the time to do this." 



The Smashing Pumpkins 


A new song by The 
Smashing Pumpkins became 
available for download on 
Nov. 23 on the band’s official 
website, and I have to say 
I'm quite impressed. 

Although 1 continue to tell 
people The Smashing 
Pumpkins has been my 
favourite band of all time 


have still got it 




seeing the reunion of 
founder/ vocalist/guitarist 
Billy Corgan and drummer 
Jimmy Chamberlin. 

But when co-founder/sccond 
guitarist James Iha and 
bassist D'arcy Wretzky didn't 
return, I was significantly 
worried about what my once- 
adored bond would turn into. 

Furthermore, The 
Smashing Pumpkins 
released a full-length album 
in 2007, titled Zeitgeist, 
which 1 thought was good 


e beginning, a 
loud but smooth 

part near the end, and all 


this is combined in a smooth, 
perfected way. 

In addition, this is only the 
seventh of 44 songs in what 
is planned to be a free, down- 
loadable album titled 
Teargarden by Kaleidyscope. 

Tom Tom, along with the 
album’s previous song releas- 
es, can be downloaded com- 
pletely free at www.smash- 
ingpumpkins.com. 

If you haven't already, I 
strongly suggest you give 
this latest song a listen. 

In my opinion it’s one of the 
band’s best songs in years, 
and I know I, for one, am 
slowly starting to see that 
when certain bands change, 
it may not always be the 
death of them. 

I hope The Smashing 
Pumpkins' future releases 
continue to prove this theory. 


Tutoring 

Private tutoring in math by recently retired professor with 
PhD and 38 years teaching. Most undergrad courses, 
including precalcuius, first and second year calculus, 
statistics, matrix and linear algebra, discrete and finan- 
cial mathematics, etc., plus statistics from other depart- 
ments or business mathematics. Resident in Kitchener. 
Inquire: dlgrant1946@gmail.com 
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House shows blare local sounds 
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Burlesque is beautiful 

Movie is a modem day Moulin Rouge 






CSA membership. 

Applications will be accepted as of November 1 and 
conclude December 1 7, 201 0. Each recipient of the 
scholarship will receive a financial award of $1000.00, 
ted their award at the CSA annual 
onference. 

fill be awarded to students who 
itional merit without regard to 
narked Sheena Sonser, Vice 
Far too often we are not aware of 
id dedication so many students put 
of their post-secondary institution 
~ le CSA Scholarship will recognize 
achievements." 

t Alliance (CSA) is an advocacy 
inization, which has been proudly 
■liege and college-university 
i.The CSA currently represents 1 7 
imber councils with over 1 35,000 
lembers throughout the province. 
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Horoscope 

Week of December 6, 2010 


m 

Aries 

March 21 - 
April 19 


Libra 

September 23 - 
October 22 

Santa Claus's trip to your You wii 
house this year will be Christmas 

chimney hasn't been cleaned will learn 
in years! of Christm 

find the worst 

in the process 
le true meaning 

Ha 

Taurus 

April 20 -May 20 

w 

Scorpio 

October 23 - 
November 21 

You will finally get that You will get run down by 

Red Rider BB gun that you the Governor of California as 
have always wanted. You he works to find a toy for his 
will also put out someone’s child. Physics, in this case, 
eye. What have people been wins, and you will lose. 

EH 

Gemini 

May 21 - June 21 

M 

Sagittarius 

November 22- 
Decembcr21 

An angel will take you on a You will discover that 

guided tour through a world Santa is really an evil robot 
where you have never been alien from the future, 
born. You will learn that it Remember to carry a ray 
would have been better off. gun at all times this holi- 

. Cancer 

S/ '0 June 22 - July 22 

m 

Capricorn 

December 22 - 
January 19 

You will find that you are You will be turned into an 

actually an elf. and you were intelligent snowman, and 
switched at birth. A trip to all of your magic power will 
the north pole will allow you be concentrated into a felt 
to meet your birth parents. top hat. 


Leo 

July 23 - August 

2 


Aquarius 

January 20- 
February 18 

You are the grinch. You 
will steal Christmas from all 
the Whos down in Whoville. 

Your heart will not grow 
three sizes. The Whos are 
screwed. YEAAAAAAA! 

You will defeat evil Alan 
Rickman, and his group of 
German mercenaries. Now 

Ha Ho V Ho 8 maC me KU "' 

Pf 

Virgo 

August 23 - 
September 22 

n 

Pisces 

February 19- 
March 20 

Congratulations on the You will willingly join a 

Temple. Virgo! This is a big Santa employs as slaves, 
achievement! Mazeltov! You will work very hard for 

no pay. Still, enough car- 


rots for all. 



Paul Irvine carefully examines 
the stars and then ignores them 
for your amusement. 


Condors lose at home 



Make a Christmas wish come true 



COUNSELLOR’S CORNER: DEPRESSION 


Most of us have experienced waking up in a bad mood 
)r “feeling the blues". These feelings are usually of short 
' duration and have minimal impact on our lives. Some 
people experience sadness, loneliness, hopelessness, self-doubt, and guilt for 
weeks, months and even years. These experiences characterize depression, an 
illness believed to affect one in ten. 


Here are some signs which might indicate that you or someone you care about 
is experiencing depression: 

FEELINGS - loss of joy in formerly pleasurable activities; crying a lot or feeling 
emotionally "empty"; hopelessness: worthlessness; loss of warmth towards key 
people in life; loss of sexual desire; deep sense of shame or self-doubt. 

PHYSICAL - overwhelming exhaustion and lack of energy; insomnia or 
sleeping too much; loss of appetite or over-eating; physical aches and pains; 
digestive problems; headaches. 

BEHAVIOUR - irritability, withdrawal; neglect of responsibilities or appearance; 
reduced concentration, memory or ability to cope with daily activities. 

If these symptoms persist, or if their intensity is causing you to consider suicide 
as an option, it is important to seek assistance with a knowledgeable professional 
immediately 1-866-366-4566. On campus, counsellors are available in 
Counselling Services (1A101); a nurse and doctor are available in Health 
Services (1A102). 

A Message from Counselling Services, 1A101 











Condors soar 
above Grizzlies 




after defeating the Georgian- of th 

-llil 

four games is a testament to points as possible in an effort 



s ° They’re getting better all the time 
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Registration for Winter 2011 leadership workshops 
opens at 

www.conestogac.on.ca/leadership 

Enhance your portfolio! 

Meet new people! 

Explore leadership potential! 

Explore. Grow. Inspire Create. Lead. Empower. Listen. Encourage. Develop. 

©^Student Life foonCCt 

. - Shape vour experience ^•Leadership Workshop Series 



Visit Your 

STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

Office today! 


- HCSA Ontario 

a£ College Student Alliance 

WWW.COLLEGESTUDENTALLIANCE.CA 



